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Dzar Friends,

The 106k Congress will face mamy impartant
challenges, among Uk improving Amecica's poblic
schools and providing tax relief to working families, [
wanted to provide you with information on my prioritics
For the 106th Congress as well as to make suTe you were
aware of some of the highlights of tax changes from the
LO5th Congress that vou are just now able 10 enjoy,

ltisa privilege to represent ihe 2 st Distric of
Florida in Washington and [ look forward to vour
thoughts and idens on how Congress can conjinee io
improve npen issees vou feel are important.

Cordially.

Lincoln Diaz-Balart

DIAZ-BALART BRINGS
NASA TO HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS

Recently, [ participated, along withsiudens lrom G. Holmes
Braddock Sendor High Scheol, in NASA's(the MNational Acronan-
tics and Space Adminmistration) sixth annual national
videooonfcrense,

Driscussions with scigntists amd engineers from NASA and
siudents andteachers a1 G, Holmes Braddock Semor High Schaal,
deall with ihe fitere and goals of the International Space Station
(I35 1995 macksthe launchingofihe firsst iwoelementsof the 1S5
and the beginning of construction in space of the orbiting laba-
ratory. The title of e discussion was: "155; Some Assembly
Fequired". Thevideosonference, whichwas liveand interactive,
allowed shadents and 1eachers o comumunicate with NASA by
Cillimg. e-mnailing or faxing theirquestions for direct answers,

Heok togontinue thuspartnecship with NWASA andoffer (hesg
videacomferences ta other high schools m the district.

Congressman Diaz-Balar asks viudents ot G. Holmes Braddock Se

High School for a shew of hnnds on g question regarding the Muture
of the inlernaticnol space station,

EDUCATION FOR THE
NEXT MILLENNIUM

We have 2 wonderful opportunity this Congress to build on
the successes which have made possible specinl incentives for
higheredwcation, suchas the 51, 300 ereditfor each of the first twa
vearsofa child's post-secondary educatron, orthe 51,000 tax cradit
for amy year of a child's post-secondary cdwecation, inzlpding
wocational school. These two provisions will benedit 7 onllon
sudenis, and fanilies werealready ablere claim them ontheir 1998
federal income taxes.

T build on e higher education assistance, the 106th Con-
prass will be working to reauthorize and improve most federal
programs forediucation in geades kinderganen lrouph 12 (K120,
The aucherization for thess prograns uoder the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1963 {ESEA) and the Geals 2006
Educate America Aot (Goals 20000 will seon expire, along with
tuthogity for federal edocation research and statistics, The ESEA
supparts programs and services for specific groups of chuldren,
sughas grants for the edvcation ofthe disadvantaged, Goals 2000
aulhorizes grants for state and local standards-hased reform
efforts.

We in Congress have mtilized a vanety of methods to iy 10
inprove the quality of K- 12 education. Federal financial suppor
fior Eo-12 education 12 estimmted at 6.3% of school revemues from
ill sources; this percentagecan be significanly higher for schools
withconcentrations of target children, ;uch as the disadvantaged.
We have recendly fanded several new initiatves, including class
sizereduction, comprehensive sclool reform demonstrations, and
education technology. Other federal activities include support for
wducational improvement throagh <hallenging curriculum con-
tent, assessments and perlorniance standards, rewards and sac-
mons for performance outcomes, regulatony’ wiivers, charter
schools, greater targeting on bigh poverty schools, and stan-
dards-based reform aciivitias.

Areas of improvement that Iwill be working on include:

+ il effectivensss of federal support for the education of Lhe
disadvamiaged wnder ESEA Turle 1t

¢ the passible tradecft Detween mereased accountability and
regilarory Nexiblity;

* ke possibility of consolidating numerous progriims into
lack grants;

* heextent towhich 1he federal povermment suppons school
Programs 19 give parents grealer oplions,

* 1he need for additional weachiers, and support for improved
quality of classroom teaching;

* Lhe need 1o get more federal dellars threugh the federal
bureaucraey aod o the classrooms; and

* proposils for federal support for the k-12 infrastmeciure,
incloding new and improved facilities and cquipment and
other technology enhancoments

H.R. Zhas beenintroduced inthe House far s major ediecation
imitiative, the Dollacs tothe Classroom At which will enable boecal
educators to have more opiions for spending Federal funds Dy
increasing 1he amount of faderal dellars fhat go directly o the
clagsroon. Fundscould be nsed forthe recruting, hiring, 1raining
and testing of regular teachers, special edocpiion reachers and
tenchers of special needs children. As a member of the Rules
Comunittes, [was prond 1o bring this bill to the House floer Last
Congress, and will work 10 makethisbill become laow this Congress.




SCHOLARSHIPS AND
OTHER PROGRAMS

It 1z a high pricrity of mine to keep local high schools
informed of scholarships and financial aid being offiered by
the Department of Education and national organizations.

Recently, [ forwarded information to all the high schoats
within the 215t district regarding the Cangréss-- Bundesiag
Vocational Youth Exchange Program, a full schelarship
program which affords sutstanding vocatienal students the
upportunity to spend a vear stadyving the languags, attending
school, and working e an intermnship while living with a
Gicrrman host family, and about the NALEQ 1999 Summer
Legizlative Interm Program.

I also shared infonmation with district high schoats
regarding ather scholarship programs available in 1999

T find information abeuit schelarships and financial aid
availlablc for college. students should speak o their school
counsclors. Lecal librarics and the "intemet” are alse great
spurces of mtormation regardimg schelarships and financial
aid.

Teleam more about poseible scholarships available or for
information regarding financial aid for college, please call or
write Lo me at my distact affice or aceess e-mail through i
Botne page at: hitpd e howse gon'diaz-halart/,

Florida Intcrnational Unbrerslty BOTC studenis meet with Repre-
semtative Diaz-Balard to discuas the arevsd forees durfng FIU"s 1999
Homecoming Paruda

Tax Changes to Keep
in Mind for 1999

I warited to make supe that vou were aware-of the
many new benefits which are available thanks to the
passage of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, the IRS
Restruetiring and Reform Act of 1998, and the Tax and
Trade Relicf Act of 1998-legslation which 1 was
]:I!msiﬁd to support to provide tax relief to the Ameriean
pesple.

= Child Tax Credit. For each child under age 17,
Families received a $400 wax credit (applies to single
filerswith adjusted gross incormes less than $75,000,
and joint filers with incomes less than $1 10,000) fier
their 1998 taxes. On January 1, 1999, the credit
increased to 5300, Thiseredit covers 483 million
children.

*  Lower Taxes on Capital Gains: 1998 was the first

full vear of capital gains tax rclicf. Joint filers with

taxable income less than $42,350a year will now pay

a 10% tax on their long- term capital gains; those

carning more will pay 20% (down from 15% and

28%). For single filers, the 10% rate applics to these

with taxable incomes less than £25,350, the 20% rate

applies to those with higher meomes, About 15

million Ameficans report capital gains income every

WAL

+ The Roth IRA; The new Roth IRA allows tax-

free withdrawals for joint filers with adjusted gross

meomes below the phase-out' range of $150,000-
£160,000, Single filers below a phase-oul range of
£95 000-81 10 00 alse'quakity, Annual contnibutions
of up to 52,000 are permitted. Unlike a rraditional

IRA. contributions to Roth IR As are taxable, bot the

income earned upan retirement is tax-frec,

»  EducationIRAs: Non-deductible contributions of

wp to 3500 per vear can be made to an edoeation IR A

for a child under age 18, with arnings accumulating

B =free.

As you face questions about federal income raxes,
many of vour answers can be found en-line at-the
Internal Revenue Website, www.irs, ustreas. goy. There
i5 also a wll-freed &S help line, 1-800-829-1040

HOW TO CONTACT CONGRESSMAN LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

Washington, D.C.
404 Cannaon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-4211

District Office
8525 MW, 53rd Terrace, Suite 102
Miami, Florida 33166
(305) 470-8555

Also, visit hitp:/fwww house, govidiaz-balart




